Relationship of phencyclidine and pregnancy outcome.
To analyze the relationship of phencyclidine (PCP) and pregnancy outcome, as judged by low birth weight (< 2,500 g). A retrospective, case-control study of PCP use was conducted among pregnant women who delivered at a large hospital in New Orleans. PCP use was ascertained by urine screening at the time of obstetric admission. Three control patients were selected for each case, matched for age, parity and month of delivery. The study intended to address the prevalence of low birth weight. Between January 1990 and June 1996, 13,653 patients delivered. Of these, 23 were identified as PCP users. PCP users had smaller infants (2,698 vs. 3,011 g, P < .05); that may have been accounted for by a reduction in gestational age (37.3 vs. 38.3 weeks, P = NS). The users were more likely to give histories of using tobacco, alcohol or marijuana but not cocaine. Syphilis and diabetes mellitus were found more often in the study group. Multisubstance use was also common in the study group. The prevalence of low birth weight was not statistically different for the study and control groups. PCP use was not associated with an increase in low birth weight. When identified, patients using PCP require comprehensive evaluation.